attendance at Catholic churches to hear the music or see
the relics gave rise to scandal about his possible conversion.
It may have been in his mind a few years later when he
wrote:

" We valew Our self e soe much upon that parte of Our
title of being Defender of the Faith that noe worldly
temptations can ever prevayle with Us to swarve from it
and the Protestant Religion in which We have been
bredd."

But life was by no means all family quarrels and light
amusements. Hyde's beloved ** business " claimed much of
his time. Charles heard so constantly of circumstances
unfavourable to the great enemy, Cromwell, that he wrote:

cc I cannot hinder my self e from building castles in the
air/'

Now it was England's war with Spain, for no cavalier
thought the Protector could prevail against that nation
whose power was a legend that died hard. Then the English
people would surely rise in rebellion against the crushing
taxes which the usurper was levying with no more show
of authority than Charles the First had used. Again there
was the hope of murdering Cromwell, which was sometimes
alternated with a scheme for marrying Charles to Crom-
well's daughter and making the father-in-law Lord Lieu-
tenant of Ireland as a reward for restoring the rightful *
monarch. Still other optimistic souls thought it would
be easy to win George Monk to the royal cause. He had
been sent by Cromwell to rule Scotland, and was slowly
ending Middleton's long-drawn-out struggle to keep a
royal army in the Highlands. Monk had adopted an in-
telligent policy of conciliating the Scots, which seemed
to ardent cavaliers to indicate a leaning towards their
cause. They represented this so strongly to their King that